Program: Investiture Ceremony, J. Michael Pressimone, November 14, 2014 by Fontbonne University


DR. J. MICHAEL PRESSIMONE 
J. Michael (Mike) Pressimone, Ed. D., was selected president of Fontbonne University on 
Feb. 1, 2014, and assumed office on July 1, 2014. He is the university's 14th president. 
Prior to coming to Fontbonne, Dr. Pressimone's higher education career spanned 
more than three decades. Immediately before taking office, he served as vice 
president of advancement at Alvernia University in Reading, Pa., where he oversaw 
fundraising and alumni activities. He was responsible for the design, implementation 
and completion of a $27 million campaign, the largest in Alvernia's history, which 
concluded in October 2013, having raised over $31.6 million. Before his position 
at Alvernia, Dr. Pressimone served as vice president for institutional advancement 
at Belmont Abbey College in Belmont, NC, and Elizabethtown College in 
Elizabethtown, Pa. He has been active in professional organizations and was a 
founding member and officer of the Susquehanna Valley (Pa.) Planned Giving Council. 
Dr. Pressimone has served on a number of nonprofit boards including the North 
American Center for Marianist Studies (Dayton, Ohio), Berks Youth Chorus (Reading, 
Pa.), the Development Advisory Board of the Missionary Sisters of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus (Reading, Pa.) and the Berks County Chapter of the American Red 
Cross, as well as many other organizations in the communities where he has lived . 
Dr. Pressimone and his wife, Cathy, have been very active in parish activities, including 
sacramental instruction, Eucharistic ministry, RCIA, and marriage mentoring and mentor 
training. He is also very active in music ministry as a cantor and guitarist. He and Cathy 
have been married for 32 years and are blessed with 12 children and one grandchild. 
He holds an Associate of Arts degree from Catonsville Community College (now 
known as the Community College of Baltimore County), a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from the Catholic University of America, a Master of Arts in Leadership in Higher 
Education from Regis University, and a doctorate in Higher Education and 
Organizational Change from Benedictine University in Lisle, III. 
Dr. Pressimone enjoys time with family, woodworking/home projects, running, golf, 
music and acting. 
THE ORDER OF THE CEREMONY 
MUSICAL PRELUDE 
Saint Louis Archdiocesan Handbell Choir and Peace Brass Choir 




Vice President for Finance and Administration 
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Michelle Palumbo 
Associate Vice President of Admission 
INVOCATION 
Imam Muhamed Hasic 
Islamic Community Center 
Rabbi Dale Schreiber 
Renewal in Action; Pathways Community Hospice 
Reverend Glenn Miller 
Lutheran Social Services Foundation 
Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson 
Archbishop of St. Louis 
MUSICAL RESPONSE: I AM HERE 
Jon Pressimone 
GREETINGS 
Harold J. Sanger 
Mayor of Clayton 
Michael P. McMillan 
President, Urban League 
Gary Krosch 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
Karen Gedera 
Chair, Council of Regents 
Joan Falk 
Chair, Fontbonne Community Connection 
Christina Anderson 
President, Fontbonne Alumni Association 
Danielle Ader 
President, Student Government Association 
Mary Asaro 
President, Fontbonne Staff Association 
Elizabeth Rayhel 
Chair, Faculty Affairs Committee 
MUSICAl INTERLUDE: Go LIGHT YOUR WORLD 
Music by Chris Rice 
Student Quartet: John Fletcher, Claire Gunn, Shannon Lefler, Isabella Liu 
CALL TO SERVICE 
Linda Straub, CSJ 
CSJ Province Leadership 
INTRODUCTION OF J. MICHAEL PRESSIMONE 
Catherine Pressimone 
INVESTITURE AND PRESENTATION OF MEDALLION 
Gary Krosch 
Chair, Board of Trustees 
SPECIAL BLESSING 
Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson 
Archbishop of St. Louis 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
J. Michael Pressimone 
President, Fontbonne University 
FONTBONNE ALMA MATER 
Music by John Joseph Bezdek, CSJ 
Arranged for handbells and brass by Burnell Hackman 
Saint Louis Archdiocesan Handbell Choir and Peace Brass Choir 
BENEDICTION 
Linda Straub, CSJ 
CSJ Province Leadership 
RECESSIONAL AND POSTLUDE 
Saint Louis Archdiocesan Handbell Choir and Peace Brass Choir 
CAMPUS RECEPTIONS FEATURING 
SCHOLARlY EXHIBITS 
Please join us in a community celebration! 
Meet Dr. Pressimone and his family, enjoy light refreshments and view faculty exhibits 
at our three inaugural receptions. 
• The Alumni Cat' (2nd floor DSAC) reception will feature the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 
• The Arnold Memorial Center (Medaille Hall) reception will feature the College 
of Education and Allied Health Professions. 
• The Jack C. Taylor Library reception will feature the Eckelkamp College of Global 
Business and Professional Studies. 
ACADEMIC BANNERS 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Department of Behavioral Sciences 
Department of Biological and Physical Sciences 
Department of English and Communication 
Department of Fine Arts 
Department of History, Philosophy, and Religion 
Department of Mathematics and Computer Sciences 
Department of Social Work 
College of Education and Allied Health Professions 
Department of Communication Disorders and Deaf Education 
Department of Education and Special Education 
Department of Family & Consumer Sciences 
Bonnie and L.B. Eckelkamp College of Global Business and Professional Studies 
SAINT LOUIS ARCHDIOCESAN HANDBELL CHOIR 














The Archdiocesan Handbell Choir will play Rondo Passacaglia by Cynthia Dobrinski ; 
Personent Hodie arranged by Cathy Moklebust; Prayer by Arnold B. Sherman; and 
Dorian Dance by Michael Joy as prelude selections. The handbell choir will join the 
brass choir in playing Processional by Arnold B. Sherman and Rondo Jubilate by 
Douglas Wagner as the recessional. The Archdiocesan Handbell Choir will play 
Joyous Spirit by Valerie Stephenson as the postlude. 
William Dalton, trumpet 
Brandyn Dillender, tuba 
PEACE BRASS CHOIR 
Peace Lutheran Church 
Burnell Hackman, Director 
Kyle Hopfer, trombone Craig McElroy, trumpet 
Forrest Tosie, French horn 
The Peace Brass Choir will play Trumpet Tune and Ayre by Henry Purcell, Prelude 
to Te Deum by Marc-Antoine Charpentier, and Trumpet Voluntary by John Stanley 
as prelude selections. The brass choir will join the handbell choir in playing the 
processional and recessional. 
FONTBONNE ALMA MATER 
Lyrics by Mary Pius Neenan, CSJ 
Refrain: 0 Fontbonne we love you, your purple and gold. 
We pledge our allegiance which ne'er shall grow cold . 
But strong as the granite that builds your firm walls 
Shall lead us all God-ward whatever befalls. 
When life's full fruition be cause for your praise, 
From hearts that are loyal a tribute we'll raise . 
Your standards have formed us, your faith has inspired, 
We've found in your portals ideals we desired. Refrain. 
And when in life's sunset the gleams turn to gray, 
Then still shall no shadow fall on that glad day, 
When we vowed allegiance to you Fontbonne fair, 
And cast your proud colors aloft through the air. Refrain . 
THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDALLION 
The presidential medallion is a symbol of the Office of President. It will become 
an official part of Dr. Pressimone's academic regalia during his tenure as President. 
The front of the medallion bears an image of the sculpture "The Founding Spirit" 
by Rudolph Torrini, a previous chairperson of the Fontbonne Department of Art. 
This image is superimposed on a sunburst design with a circular inscription relating 
"Founding Spirit. Inspired Future" and" Fontbonne University." The verso of 
the medallion commemorates the inauguration of J. Michael Pressimone as the 
fourteenth president of Fontbonne University. 
ACADEMIC DRESS 
American academic costume was not established until 1895. It consists of three 
types of gowns and three styles of hoods. The bachelor's gown has long, pointed 
open sleeves with no ornamentation . The master's gown has even longer sleeves, 
which are closed at the bottom, but feature openings about halfway down for the 
hands. The doctor's gown has full-length lapels of velvet and bell-shaped sleeves 
with three horizontal velvet bars. The color of caps and gowns is usually black; 
however, some universities feature gowns of distinctive colors. 
The doctor's hood is the longest and fullest among degrees. The major field 
of study can be determined from the velvet facing on the hood, according to 
the following color scheme: white, the arts; golden yellow, science; purple, law; 
apricot, nursing; green, medicine; sapphire, business administration; lemon yellow, 
librarianship; scarlet, theology; blue, philosophy. The hood is lined with silk in the 
colors of the institution which granted the degree. 
The academic procession is led by a marshal, traditionally the faculty member 
with the longest service to the university. 
DELEGATES FROM ORGANIZATIONS 
Alpha Lambda Delta 
Judith Failoni 
Missouri Colleges Fund 
Michael Backer 
Phi Kappa Phi 
Kelley Barger 
DELEGATES FROM INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
Mount St. Mary's University (1808) 
Allison Pressimone 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary (1818) 
David Skillman 
Saint Louis University (1818) 
Fred P. Pestello 
Lindenwood University (1827) 
James D. Evans 
McKendree University (1828) 
Christine M. Barr 
University of Notre Dame (1842) 
Thomas Gordon 
Kelly Lane-deGraaf 
College of the Holy Cross (1843) 
Dennis C. Golden 
MacMurray College (1846) 
Kathryn M. Hackman 
University of Minnesota (1851) 
Mary Carol Anth, CSJ 
Westminster College (1851) 
George B. Forsythe 
Washington University (1853) 
Jeff Gentsch 
Saint John's University (1857) 
Robert Hatlelid 
Benedictine College (1858) 
Daniel J. Ferry 
Chatham University (1869) 
Rebecca Pressimone 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale 
(1869) 
Robert W. Kaps 
The Ohio State University (1870) 
Rita Schmitz, CSJ 
Maryville University (1872) 
Mark O . Lombardi 
St. Ambrose University (1882) 
Leonard Cervantes 
University of St. Thomas (1885) 
Gregory Scharine 
St. Bernard's School of Theology 
and Ministry (1893) 
Katherine Hanley, CSJ 
St. Michael's College (1904) 
Joanna R. Pressimone 
St. Catherine University (1905) 
Colleen Peters 
Rockhurst University (1910) 
Pierce W. Powers 
Webster University (1915) 
Elizabeth Stroble 
Avila University (1916) 
Ronald A. Slepitza 
Mount Mercy University (1928) 
Dean Kent 
Aquinas Institute of Theology (1939) 
Jean K. deBlois, CSJ 
Cabrini College (1957) 
Catherine Pressimone Beckowski 
Alvernia University (1958) 
Thomas C. Minick 
University of Missouri - St. Louis (1963) 
Thomas F. George 
Missouri Baptist University (1964) 
R. A. Lacey 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Susan E. Buford Darryl T. Jones Kathy D. McElligott 
John P. Capellupo Kathy C. Jones Michael P. McMillan 
Jean K. deBlois, CSJ Joan A. Kelly Ann Pace, CSJ 
Nancy B. Georgen Doug Koch Roseanne Siebert, CSJ 
Dennis G. Gipson Kraig G. Kreikemeier Daniel V. Twardowski 
Allen J. Grieve, CSJA Gary E. Krosch Carol J. Voss 
Leo G. Haas Chip Walker Mary Margaret Lazio, CSJ 
Katherine Hanley, CSJ Elizabeth Leiwe, CSJ Suzanne Wesley, CSJ 
Marie Joan Harris, CSJ Peggy Maguire, CSJA Richard Greenberg, 
Barbara Jennings, CSJ Richard J. Mansfield III General Counsel 
COUNCIL OF REGENTS 
Jeanice Baker Tim Fitch Daniel M. McFadden 
Richard E. Banks Mildred Galvin Douglas H. Miller 
Dino L. Cannella Nancy M. Garvey Chuck Nagelvoort 
Leslie Christian-Wilson Karen Gedera Juli Niemann 
JoAnn C. Donovan Paulette Gladis, CSJ Eve Riley 
D. Samuel Dotson III Keith Gosney Ibrahim Vajzovic 
Kerri Gwinn Harris 
PAST PRESIDENTS OF FONTBONNE 
Mary Irene O'Hara, CSJ, 1925-1928 
Mary Palma McGrath, CSJ, 1928-1935 
Joseph Aloysius Geissert, CSJ, 1935-1941 
Mary Pius Neenan, CSJ, 1941-1942 
Mary Berenice O'Neill, CSJ, 1942-1948 
Mary Marcella Casey, CSJ, 1948-1954 
Susanne Marie Vachon, CSJ, 1954-1957 
Mary Marguerite Sheeley, CSJ, 1957-1960 
Mary Alfred Noble, CSJ, 1960-1966 
Roberta Schmidt, CSJ, 1966-1972 
Jane Kehoe Hassett, CSJ, 1972-1985 
Meneve Dunham, Ph .D. 1985-1994 
Dennis C. Golden, Ed.D. 1995-2014 
MISSION 
Fontbonne University, a Catholic coeducational institution of higher learning 
sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, is rooted in the Judeo-Christian 
tradition. The university is dedicated to the discovery, understanding, preservation 
and dissemination of truth. Undergraduate and graduate programs are offered in 
an atmosphere characterized by a commitment to open communication, personal 
concern and diversity. Fontbonne University seeks to educate students to think 
critically, to act ethically and to assume responsibility as citizens and leaders. 
VISION 
Fontbonne University aspires to be a preferred destination, committed to providing 
a holistic learning experience rooted in excellence, for those seeking to be educated 
as leaders to serve a world in need and for those dedicated to educating them. 
COMMITMENT 
Fontbonne University is committed to: 
1. Achieving academic and educational excellence 
2. Advancing historical remembrance, critical reflection and moral resolve 
3: Promoting dialogue among diverse communities 
4. Demonstrating care and respect for each member of the community 
5. Serving the larger community 
6. Preparing individuals to be an ethical and responsible presence to the world . 
VALUES 
Fontbonne University honors the values and heritage of the Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet by fostering excellence, integrity, respect, diversity, community, 
justice, service, faith and Catholic identity. 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
Fontbonne affirms its identity as a Catholic university. Sponsored by the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Carondelet, it is founded on the beliefs that all creation reveals God, 
that the ministry of Jesus began a process of redemption that extends to this day, 
and that the Holy Spirit continues to impart grace through the daily experiences of 
women and men. Among the many signs of God's grace are teaching and learning, 
which at Fontbonne are pursued by people sharing a variety of religious beliefs 
and an understanding of the importance of education . 
"Catholic" means "universal" and "throughout the whole," like leaven permeating 
bread. The permeating quality of Fontbonne is our commitment to know, to love, 
and to serve the truth that unites faith and reason, nature and grace, the human 
and the divine. The desire for a greater understanding of creation and its Creator 
is one of the most profound expressions of human dignity. In this sense, to learn 
is to augment one's capacity for love so that the thoughtful and loving acts of an 
educated person are a witness to the transformation of the world that began with 
the Resurrection and continues with the enlivening of humanity. What makes us 
truly human helps to unite us with the divine as we seek to understand, love, and 
serve God and neighbor without distinction . 
The permeating and universal nature of Catholicism gives rise to the mission and 
vision of this university. Because Fontbonne is Catholic, we embrace openness and 
inclusiveness. Because Fontbonne is Catholic, we pursue educational excellence. 
And because Fontbonne is Catholic, we seek to recognize the presence of God in 
all creation and to participate in the continuing transformation of ourselves and a 
world in need. 
.. 
INAUGURAL PLANNING TEAM 
Tabitha Bennight Carla Hickman Lauren Sauer 
Kelli Blake Mark Johnson Rita Marie Schmitz, CSJ 
Linda Cronin Randy Loechner Michelle Siegel 
Janelle Densberger Sharon McCaslin Brent Spies 
Patricia Etter Catherine Pressimone Blake Welch 
Mary Beth Gallagher Jo Pressimone Randi Wilson 
Kathryn Hackman Elizabeth Rayhel 
INAUGURATION WEEK ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The Inaugural Planning Team extends its appreciation to the many members of 
the Fontbonne community for the hard work and tireless enthusiasm which have 
made these events possible. We offer special thanks to the following for their 
support and contributions: 
Alumni Relations Department 
Ameriserv 
angelfallsphotography - Julia Lopez 
The Aries Company 
Athletics Department 
Carondelet Lecture Series 
Cindy's Traveling Petting Zoo 
Custom Punch 
Faculty General Assembly 
Fine Arts Department 
Follett 
Fontbonne Activities Board 
Maggie and Ed Fowler 
Kate and Tom Gunn 
lronman Sound Industries 
Jostens 
Lohr Distributing Co. 
Made. by Lia 
Mission Integraton 
Mulligan Printing 
The Mustard Seed Theatre 
Office of Academic Affairs 
Omicron Delta Kappa 
Paramount Convention Services, Inc. 
The Pressimone Family 
St. Louis Trolley and Carriage 
Student Government Association 
Thorn Studio lie. 
Trandev North America, Inc. 
FONTBONNE UNIVERSITY 
Fontbonne University is a Catholic coeducational institution of higher learning 
offering liberal arts and professional programs in a values-based, student-centered 
environment. Nearly 2,000 students annually take advantage of the university's 
high-quality academic programs and wonderful campus environment. Founded in 
1923 and still sponsored today by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, Fontbonne 
is located in Clayton, Mo., a beautiful suburb in the heart of the St. Louis metropolitan 
area . The university embraces diversity and inclusion, and encourages open 
communication and personal concern . 
Fontbonne's programs, faculty and campus attract students from across the U.S. 
and many other countries. Forty-five undergraduate majors span the spectrum, from 
dietetics and bioinformatics to social work, education and fashion merchandising. 
The Eckelkamp College of Global Business and Professional Studies comprises more 
than a dozen undergraduate and graduate degree programs, many in convenient 
formats for busy adults. The College of Education and Allied Health Professions 
houses prominent undergraduate and graduate programs in speech-language 
pathology, deaf education, education and more. The newly formed College of Arts 
and Sciences encompasses more than 30 degree programs. 
Fontbonne faculty members are heavily focused on teaching, and they're committed 
to reaching each and every student. Professors devote their time to creating and 
delivering a curriculum that best serves their students, and an excellent student-
faculty ratio creates ideal opportunities for discussion and personal attention . Faculty 
must meet high academic criteria - 74 percent of full-time faculty members hold the 
highest degree in their field. 
Outside the classroom, experiential learning opportunities, which could include an 
internship, practicum or student teaching, are incorporated into most academic 
programs, helping graduates move successfully into their chosen careers. 
Learning the importance of existing in a global community is also an important part 
of the Fontbonne experience. Students have many opportunities to get involved in 
local community projects, as well as annual service trips to other states and countries. 
At Fontbonne University, students not only learn more ... they can be more. 


